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Architectural Description:

Style: The original plans for the Station called for a building that was described
(in 1908) as "French Rennaisance" in style. The actual building varies considerably
from original elevations and features elements of both Renaissance Revival and Beaux-
Arts styles. The architect of the Station was Henry S. Schlachs of Chicago. He had
previously designed St. Paul's Church in Chicago and the Rio Grande Station at Grand
Junction, Colorado.
Description: The following is a description of the station site and building from
The Salt Lake Tribune August 14, 1910.
"The depot site is a piece of property 1452 feet long and 330 feet

side only four blocks from the exact commercial center of the rapidly

growing city of Salt Lake. The impressive station building is 417 feet

long by 98 feet wide. It centers on Third South Street, one of the main

business thoroughfares and has in immense approach or foreground on the

town side and large, roomy, covered platforms paralleling the tracks on

the railroad side.

The center portion of the building contains a waiting room |44
feet long by 83 feet wide, with a clear height of 58 feet from floor to
ceiling. This large room is |lighted by three immense arched windows on
each side (each 28 X 30 feet) through green opalescent glass. The
interior of the waiting room is treated in an adaptation of a classic
style of architecture similar to the ‘exterior, the color scheme being
brownish red and gray for the walls with a deep brown for the ceiling.

All of this, combined with the green light through the windows, gives
the room a dignified quietness.

In the wings of the building at each end of the waiting room are
provided all the accessories necessary to every large railroad depot. In
one end are the baggage, express and parcel rooms, while in the other end
are provided everything necessary for the comfort of travelers, including
men's smoking room, women's retiring rcom, restaurant, etc. In the center
of the large waiting room are the ticket offices, news stand, telegraph
and telephone offices and other conveniences for the traveling public.

In the second story of the main structure are the railroad companies'
offices.

The heating and lighting plants have been located in a separate
building at the south end of the property, some 500 feet from the main
building. The best of material of the various kinds has been employed
in the structure. For the exterior there is a marble base of white
Colorado-Yule marble five feet high all around the building. The balance of
the exterior is in terra cotta and red New Jersey rain-washed brick. The
roofs are of red tile. The building is absolutely fireproof and is treated
on the interior with tile floors throughout and with marble wainscoting, all
harmonizing with the general color effect of the different rooms."

The above account quite accurately describes the condition of the building foday.
The building is in good structural condition and only minor modifications have been
made since 1910, the year of the station's completion. The cost of the building was
$750,000.
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Architectural Features:

Plan: As described,=the building is long and narrow in plan and consists of a
large center section flanked symmetrically by two smaller side wings.

Massing: The major sections are rectangular in shape and are relieved only by
the recessions of detailed areas such as the bays, pilaters and quoins.

Roof: Hip roof, covered with tiles.

Exterior ornamental detailing: Major decorative elements include engaged
pilé%ers of stone with abbreviated Roman entablatures as capitals; stone quoins;
large, Roman-arched front windowsbays which are multi-paned, splayed and deeply
recessed; classical keystones (one with a stone eagle) and stone medal ians; stone
‘bal lustrade across the level of the second floor; Roman entablature style frieze
under deep eaves and boxed s‘#f&f; dentil bands above frieze; corbeled stone belt
course deliniating the level of the second floor; square window and doors bays
throughout (except three main windows) with decorative stone lintels and frames, and
deeply recessed; decorative metal gutters; original wall mounted lamp fixtures.

) Interior Features: The interior is largely originaly although the color scheme
has been changed in secondary areas. Reddish-brown marbel provides a wainscoting for
the otherwise plastered walls. Engaged pilasters appear to support the second story v
walkway with a traditional entablature style band making an interior transition between
floors. Detailing is classical and included dentil bands, egg & dart motives,

|talianate cartouches and brackets, beamed ceilings, and an overall richness through
ornamentation.
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Henry S. Schlachs

In addition to the architectural significance of the Denver and Rio Grande
Station, the building is important for several other reasons. Several historical
events, such 'as the arrival and departure of soldiers during World War | and World
War |1, the arrival in Utah of prominent public officials as well as other famous
people, are associated with the station.

Perhaps of more importance, the station is a tangible monument of the conflict
between George Gould, son of the famous financier Jay Gould, and Edward H. Harriman.
George Gould constructed a transcontinental railroad to compete with the Union
Pacific line which was under the control of Harriman. In order to establish a
transcontinental route it was necessary for Gould to finance the construction of a
railroad from San Francisco to Salt Lake City, This railroad, financed by the
Gould. interests, was the Western Pacific. The large debt incurred by Gould in
.~ financing the railroad led Robert G. Athearn in his book, Rebel of the Rockies:

A History of the Denver and Rio Grande Western Railroad, to describe the Western
Pacific as an albatross hung by Gould around the neck of the Denver and Rio Grande
railroad. At Salt Lake C|Ty, the Denver and Rio Grande railroad, constructed from
Denver to Salt Lake City in 1883, connected with the Western PaC|f|c to form the
last link in Gould's transcontinental railroad system. In order to provide
facilities for the district offices of both the Denver and Rio Grande railroad and
the Western Pacific, and to provide a modern, impressive station to lure travelers
from the Union Pacific, the Rio Grande station was constructed. |t stands today as
a reminder of the financial struggles for control of the nation's transportation

by the railroad barons during the late nineteenth and early twentieth centuries.

The station, which has been a major Salt Lake City landmark since 1910, serves
as a symbol of a by-gone era when railroad transportation was the best form of overland
travel available.
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